Amended & Adopted 6/25/13

Amended 6/25/13


Introduced by Council Member Yarborough & Co-Sponsored by Council Members, Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Crescimbeni, Clark, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Schellenberg and Redman and amended by the Rules Committee: 

RESOLUTION 2013-399-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING CITY URBAN FORESTER DON ROBERTSON ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Don Robertson was educated at the University of Massachusetts, earning a bachelor’s degree in history and an associate’s degree in arboriculture and park management, worked for private tree services in New England and for 7 years was a forester for Boston Edison Company, the investor-owned utility serving 40 cities and towns in the Boston area; and
WHEREAS, Don Robertson has for the last 15 years served the City of Jacksonville as the Urban Forester in the Public Works Department; and


WHEREAS, during his tenure the City has planted over 7,000 trees in a variety of locations to enhance all parts of the city, from Historic Springfield to Historic Arlington, from Riverside to Golfair, and from Downtown to Roosevelt Boulevard, and was especially instrumental in the tree plantings in preparation for the 2005 Super Bowl that helped project such a positive image of Jacksonville to the national and international media present for the game; and


WHEREAS, in addition to advising on the selection and planting of new trees, Don Robertson has been a strong advocate for proper inspection and maintenance of existing trees, personally examining thousands of trees to evaluate their condition, determine their safety, estimate their remaining lifespan, and advise on proper pruning, fertilization and other preventive maintenance practices; and 


WHEREAS, in addition to his official work duties, Mr. Robertson also gives of his personal time by volunteering as the City’s liaison to the Greenscape board of directors and by working with other tree-related organizations such as the Jacksonville Arboretum and Gardens; and


WHEREAS, Don Robertson, who has been of invaluable assistance to City Council members and to the general public, including being named the recipient of the 2011 Bob Johnson Good Government Award from City Council President Jack Webb, is a well-respected treasure for his encyclopedic knowledge of trees and the critical role they serve in the economic, social and environmental health of our city; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Robertson has recently announced his retirement, and his advice and contributions will be greatly missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Urban Forester Don Robertson on the occasion of his retirement from City service, and extends its best wishes for continued health and happiness in the years to come.  Mr. Robertson’s knowledge, assistance and friendship will be long and gratefully remembered.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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